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 Message from Jim Hill, Co-President 

 

We must all be pleased with our accomplishments, just five 

months into our Board year.   

Voter Services has done an outstanding job, for the now com-

plete municipal elections. 

The Pathfinder’s Awards committee gave us a great evening 

and replenished our treasury. 

We’ve had two outstanding and informative programs with ex-

cellent speakers on healthcare.  

We have a greatly improved office under the direction of Ad-

ministrative Director, Faith Garlington. 

Congratulations to all…… 

Going forward, we have started preparation for a year of celebra-

tion, of the League’s 90 Anniversary.  The Nineteenth Amendment 

to the Constitution was ratified in 1920 and the League was es-

tablished that same year.  The right to vote is still under assault 

and its biggest enemy is apathy.  We still have work to do. 

 

Our Administrative Director is on leave and vacation until January 

4th.  At that time she will have been with us for six months.  Your 

Co-Presidents are forming a Personnel Committee to complete a 

six month assessment and review of Faith’s work and recommend 

to the Board any proposed changes. 

 

Jim Hill 
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January 2010 
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19 
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ing 

20 21 

 

22 
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24 25 26 

Downtown 
and South 
Unit Meet-

ings 

27 28 29 30 

31       

       

Calendar of Events 
Please check the website for the 
latest information! 

December 2009 
 

Mid-Town is the only unit meeting 

in December.  See story page 4. 

 

January 2010 

 

Executive Meeting, Sunday, Janu-

ary 10th, 3 p.m., League Office   

 

OK State LWV Board Meeting, 
January 16th, 10 a.m Shusterman-
Benson Library 

 

LWVMT Board Meeting, Monday, 
January 18th, 6—7 p.m. League Of-
fice 

Speakers Bureau Mini-Workshop, 
Saturday, January 23rd, 10:00a.m. 
to noon, League Office  

Unit Meetings 

Monday, 18th 12 – 1 p.m. North Unit 
meeting, North Pointe Center Commu-
nity Room,  Contact Bernadette Riley, 
425-2083, for information. 

Tuesday, 19th 11:30 – 1 p.m. Mid-
Town Unit meeting, League Office 
conference Room; contact Marjorie 
Swofford, 224-2599.   

Tuesday, 26th 7 – 8 a.m. Downtown 
Unit meeting, Blue Dome Diner. Call 
Jay Engle, 585-5155, for information. 

Tuesday, 26th 6:45-7:45 p.m. Kaiser 
Library, LaFortune Park.  Call Lora 
Marschall, 637-4659, for information. 

 

 
The League Office will be closed for winter 
holidays December18th until January 4th 

Holiday Reception 
December 13th members and volunteers are  invited 
for a reception.  Besides tasty food, all will have an op-

portunity to contribute to the Scholarship Fund.  See 
page 3. 

No newsletter will be published for January 2010. 



 
 
New: A ―Stocking Stuffer‖ for Membership Scholarships 
  

 

The 2009 holiday reception will feature gaily-decorated League Holiday Stockings 
to receive contributions for a membership scholarship fund. ―The League has so much to offer indi-
viduals and there are deserving people out in the community who would make great League mem-
bers,‖ said Mary Jo Neal, past president and current membership committee volunteer.   

This year’s goal is $500, which would allow the League to provide 10 full memberships or 20 partial 
membership scholarships to deserving community volunteers.  Bring a dollar (or ten) to ―stuff the 
stocking.‖ 

Continuing a Tradition: Honoring our Volunteers and Friends 
 A special recognition will highlight the tremendous gifts of time, talent and treasure shared by the 
volunteers and friends of the League. 

The Holiday Reception Details 
  

What: Interesting people, sparkling conversation and holiday treats 

      When:    Sunday, December 13, 2 to 4 p.m. 

      Where:  The lobby of the historic Sophian Plaza, 1500 S. Frisco Ave (2 blocks west of 15
th
 and     

Denver in Tulsa; plenty of parking on the street) 

Who:  All members and their guests 

Why:  The most intriguing, interesting and enjoyable holiday reception in town    

LWV Holiday Reception 

 
LWV/OK Fundraiser and Holiday Gift Idea!.   

 

The Tulsa League decided to not sell pecans in 2009.  But members should know that they can buy 
directly from the State League.  The intention is to have them brought to Tulsa so we won't have to 
pay shipping.  The beautifully bagged halves from Landgraf Farms of Madill, OK  and cost  $10/
pound. Call Cheri Spears (Bartlesville) at 918-333-7317 or email cjmspears@aol.com to arrange 
your purchase.  Cheri may be willing to drop off a batch for us in Tulsa. 
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Unit Meetings—Preparing for January 
  

A long-time League tradition is to gather in small groups, or units, to socialize and discuss current 
issues. According to League history, unit meetings were instituted during World War II in response to 
gasoline rationing when it was difficult for members in larger cities to drive for large monthly meet-
ings. In the 21

st
 century, unit meetings continue to be a popular aspect of League life.  

What Happens at a Unit Meeting?  

Unit meetings are both social and educational.  Members usually bring a brown-bag lunch or meet at 
a restaurant.  The first part of a unit meeting is often devoted to socializing and the last hour is usu-
ally a facilitated discussion. Materials are prepared each month for discussions on the current issue 
the Tulsa League is studying.    

January’s unit meetings will continue discussing health care reform and the discussion paper is in-
cluded with this month’s Voter newsletter.  See Page  5. 

Choices of Time and Location  

In Tulsa, all members are invited to join a unit.  The schedules are set to give both working members 
and members who prefer daytime meetings an opportunity to attend. The Mid-Town unit meets at 
11:30 at the League office on the third Tuesday of each month; the North unit meets at noon on the 
fourth Monday at North Pointe Center, Pine and Cincinnati; the Downtown unit meets on the fourth 
Tuesday at 7 a.m. at the Blue Dome Diner and the South unit meets on the fourth Tuesday at 6:45 
p.m. at the Kaiser Library, 51

st
 and Hudson.  

The South unit is the latest to form and is seeking more members, particularly those who prefer eve-
ning meetings or who live in the South Tulsa area.  Call unit leader Lora Marschall at 663-2791 to 
get more information. 

One More Tradition 
  

Units take the month of December off, usually.  However, the Mid-Town unit is planning to meet on 
December 15 at 11:00 in the League Office to have a presentation on health care (HIPAA and Cobra 
to be specific).  If you’d like to attend, call the office for details. 

Earn Life Income and Support the League's Bright Future! 
 

Some things never change even in these challenging economic times. The League of Women Vot-
ers Education Fund continues to be at the forefront of public policy issue education which allows citi-
zens to thoughtfully engage in the democratic process. By making a gift of cash or securities of 
$5,000 or more to the LWVEF Pooled Income Fund, you can receive an immediate income tax de-
duction for a portion of the gift’s value and continue earning a quarterly return on the interest earned 
for life. Best of all, you can name your state and/or local League, along with the LWVEF, to benefit 
from the residual funds when you're gone. For more information, please contact the Development 
office at 202-263-1355 or plannedgiving@lwv.org 
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League of Women Voters of Metropolitan Tulsa 
 

Unit Meeting Topic 

January 2010 Health Care Study Discussion Questions  

  

This monthôs unit discussions will give members an opportunity to design a health-care system that has the 

elements and the reforms that fulfill their vision of how health care should be delivered in this country.   

A statement from the LWVUS website sums up the priorities and values that our national organiza-
tion believes must be included in health care reform. (Please read aloud at unit meetings before be-
ginning discussion)  

The League believes that quality, affordable health care should be available to all U.S. 
residents. Other U.S. health care policy goals should include the equitable distribution of 
services, efficient and economical delivery of care, advancement of medical research and 
technology, and a reasonable total national expenditure level for health care.  Further-
more, the League believes that all Americans should have access to a basic level of care 
that includes the prevention of disease, health promotion and education, primary care 
(including prenatal and reproductive health), acute care, long-term care and mental 
health care.  

Through decades of work in their communities, League members have learned that 
Americans believe that fairness and responsibility, as well as access, are important val-
ues for any health care system.  We believe that health care reform can only succeed if it 
takes all these values into account.  
  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:  

1. How would you design a system that would ensure (as stated above): 

  

Equitable distribution of services 

Efficient and economic delivery of care 

Advancement of medical research and technology 

A reasonable total national expenditure level for health care 

(Note: It will be necessary to agree on what these terms mean to your discussion group before 
determining how you would design the health care system)  

2. How would your health care system provide access for all Americans to a basic level of care that 

includes (as stated above) 

  

2010 Marks the League’s 90th Anniversary 
 
Marjorie Swofford and Sandy Cozier have agreed to Kick-Off the 1st of many 90

th
 Anniversary tie-

ins.  If you are interested in participating or have ideas, call Marjorie or Sandy as there will be no 
January Newsletter. 
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Win-Win-Win Opportunity 
 

You win!  Shoppers at Barnes & Noble win!  PFLAG wins! 

 

Each year Parents, Family, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) staffs volunteers at the Free 
Book Wrapping Table at Barnes & Noble at Southroads Shopping Center (41st/Yale).   

Shifts are for two hours starting November 27th and finishing on Christmas Eve. 

The money collected from tips pays for the Billboards PFLAG displays each year saying: 

  

  

 

 

 

While there as a volunteer (and just before and after your shift) you get the following discounts: 

                                       30% off Books and Merchandise  

                                       20% off DVDs, CDs & Music 

                                       30% off food and drink from Starbucks  

Do the Right Thing, Joe! 
 

Health care reform has moved to the Senate, and all eyes are on the public option, an element 
the League believes is key to ensuring choice and controlling costs. Despite overwhelming public 
support, a few Senators are trying to block the public option at any cost, and Senator Joe Lieber-
man (I-CT) is leading the attack, calling it a "radical" idea on Meet the Press. 

The League believes it's not too late for Senator Lieberman to do the right thing when it comes to 
health care reform. That's why we've launched a new campaign that includes a Facebook page, 
"Do The Right Thing, Joe!" Other Senators need to hear this message as well. Join in the conver-
sation today.  Get on Facebook or call or write our Senators now. 

Someone you know and 
love is Gay. 

  Call PFLAG 749-4901 

Jim Inhofe (R) 

United States Senate, 453 Russell Senate Office Bldg., 
Washington DC  20510 

Phone (202)224-4721 / Fax 9202)224-3144  

Tulsa Office:  1924 S. Utica, #530, Tulsa OK  74104 

Phone:  748-5111 / Fax 748-5119 

Email: jim_inhofe@inhofe.senate.gov 

www.senate.gov/~Inhofe 

Tom Coburn (R) 

United States Senate, 172 Russell Senate Office Bldg., 
Washington  DC  20510 

Phone (202)224-5754 / Fax: (202)224-6008 

Tulsa Office:  409 S. Boston, Suite 3310, 74103 

Phone 581-7651 / Fax 581-7195 

http://coburn.senate.gov/ 
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Wealth In Campaigns 
 
A Revolution from the Court? 
 

by Mary G. Wilson, President, League of Women Voters of the United States 

(The League filed an amicus brief in the case Citizens United v. FEC in association with the Consti-
tutional Accountability Center)  In a breathtaking move earlier this year, the Supreme Court ordered 
reconsideration of one of the basic pillars of modern American democracy – the prohibition on unlim-
ited corporate and union spending in candidate elections. The Court’s upcoming decision in Citizens 
United v. FEC will determine whether corporations can intervene directly in elections from school 
board to President of the United States. It thus has the potential to be more important than Bush v. 
Gore to American democracy. This is not merely another run-of-the-mill, technical case about cam-
paign finance regulations; it has the potential to allow corporate wealth to dominate our elections for 
years to come.  

Earlier this fall, the Court heard oral arguments in Citizens United. What’s at stake? Imagine Exxon 
or Pfizer spending hundreds of thousands of dollars directly in a Senate race to make sure that a 
Senator will be responsive to their corporate concerns about energy or health care policies. Or imag-
ine one of the companies that recently received billions in federal aid spending a million dollars or 
two to support President Obama in his re-election bid because he saved the corporation from bank-
ruptcy. And think how corporate and union funds could overwhelm campaigns for state representa-
tive, state and municipal judges, and zoning commissions. Add into this scenario unfettered spend-
ing by foreign-owned corporate entities and you truly have the ingredients for a revolution – a fright-
ening revolution. 

Read more at the LWV/US website.  

Search the Web and Raise Funds for the League! 
Earn money to support the LWV Education Fund (LWVEF) every time you search the web! Simply 
log onto www.goodsearch.com; designate the League of Women Voters Education Fund - LWV 
(Washington, DC) as your charity of choice; and start using GoodSearch as your primary search en-
gine. Each time you search, 50 percent of the advertising revenue (about a penny per search), will 
automatically go to the LWVEF. GoodSearch is powered by Yahoo!, so you'll get the same high 
quality search results you're used to. 



! ! KUDOS ! !  
 Because it’s never too late for a note of thanks, Voter Services committee says many, many thanks 

to Volunteers at the mayoral and auditor forums at the end of October and early November. 

Mardi Dixon, Lisa Frankenberger, Faith Garlington, Karen Gray, Jim Hill, Kathy Hinkle, Ruth 
Richards, Carmen Rossiter, Blanca Thames, Deborah Whittaker and Debbie Zanovich.    
 

 
Thanks also to the Office volunteers on November 10 as the League worked with the American 
Dream Coalition to offer rides to the polls and answer questions about where to vote: Kathy 
Hinkle, Jenny Lizama, Pat McCall, Sheila Swearingen, Mardi Dixon and Jim Hill.  
 

The Gala Committee was honored during the month of November for their rousing success.  Gross 
proceeds neared $50,000 and should net about $30,000.  Additionally, it was well attended and a 
thoroughly enjoyable evening.  Debbie Zanovich hosted a party for Georgianna Oliver and her team: 

Melodye Blancett, Nichole Bostian-Trantham, Ann Domin, Faith Garlingtron, Risha Grant, Monica 
Hamilton, Erin Hulsey, Heidi Jenkins, Sheryl Lovelady, Leslie Meade, Cassie Reese, Ruth Richards, 
Julie Skye, and Sheila Swearingen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers Needed  
 

It’s time to update the Directory of Government Officials with new 2010 information.  Mardi Dixon 
has volunteered to work on this and there are opportunities for other volunteers who are willing to 
make phone calls, enter information on a computer, do follow-up fact-checking and scrutinize the 
completed text for errors and omissions.  If you are interested, call the office for details.  

Tulsa School Board Elections volunteers will also be needed to work on gathering candidate infor-
mation and supporting a candidates’ rally prior to the February 9, 2009 elections for School Election 
Districts 4 and 7.  
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We are on the web!   

www.lwvtulsa.com 

 
Kudos again to Michelle Lehman’ help reorganizing the 
League Office.  Her services would make a great Christmas 
gift. 

 
Phone: 918.740.1215 

Website: www.organizingsolutions.info 

Blog: 
www.organizingsolutionscleartheclutter.blogspot.com 

Blog: www.918moms.com/blog/author/clear-the-clutter-mom/ 

League of Women Voters of Metropoli-
tan Tulsa 

3336 East 32nd, Suite 1B 

Tulsa OK   74135—4442 

747-7933 

http://www.organizingsolutions.info
http://organizingsolutionscleartheclutter.blogspot.com/
http://www.918moms.com/blog/author/clear-the-clutter-mom/

